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The Orator
NEWSLETTER OF THE DANIEL WEBSTER PRESERVATION TRUST, INC.
“When arrived at this place, my mind becomes so taken up with its
manifold enjoyments, that I forget all about....." Webster speaking of
Marshfield to his private secretary Charles Lanman
The Daniel Webster
Preservation Trust, Inc.,
an all-volunteer entity
recognized by the IRS as a
501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization.

Dear Members and Friends,
To finish Webster's thoughts on his "manifold enjoyments," he went on to
speak about leaving his lawyerly work behind in Boston and enjoying just
seeing the sunrise and taking an early morning walk, and breathing the
ocean air. And so we, the DWPT, through this newsletter, present our 2019
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calendar of events as well as a review of what happened at Webster during
2018, and we hope that you our readers will leave your cares and work
behind and visit us and find as much enjoyment here at the Webster Estate
as Webster himself did.
This is the fifteenth year of the DWPT and the eighteen volunteers, ladies
and gentlemen both, invite you to visit Marshfield and the Daniel Webster
Estate and Heritage Center. And for your enjoyment we offer our 5 seasonal
teas, our summer Family Fun Day, and of course our 9 day Christmas Show
House and Gala, our joint Marshfield Historic Triangle Progressive Dinner,
and our now annual "new" event- this years: A Chocolate Experience!
Please join with us again this year. Come for tea! Be a hostess at the
Christmas House. Indulge in our chocolate buffet. Enjoy history and good

Estate Location:

238 Webster Street,
Marshfield, MA 02050

food at the Progressive Dinner. Bring the grandchildren to Family Fun Day.
We encourage you to contribute in any way you can to assist in preserving

Mailing Address:

and maintaining the historic Daniel Webster Estate, its 1880 Victorian

PO Box 238,
Green Harbor, MA 02041

mansion, the carriage house and Webster's Law Office. We hope to see all

Estate Phone: 781.834.0548
TheDanielWebsterEstate.org

of you this year. We thank you and look forward to your visit.
With Gratitude from the DWPT

NEW! A CHOCOLATE EXPERIENCE - SUN., MAY 19
FAMILY FUN DAY - SUN., JULY 28
CHRISTMAS SHOW HOUSE GALA - FRI., DEC 8
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HAPPENINGS AT THE MANSION

NOTES FROM THE GROUNDS

THE LAW OFFICE & CARRIAGE HOUSE
A REDEDICATION CEREMONY
Daniel Webster's Law Office formally returned to the DWE at a
rededication ceremony held on Sunday, August 19, 2018, after
46 years at the Historic Winslow House and 3 more years
undergoing restoration.

ONE HEART- MANY HANDS
Director, Gwen Fraser has announced, “One Heart-Many
Hands!”, will take place this year at the Webster Estate on
Friday, April 26th from 8-11AM. “One Heart-Many Hands”, is
the senior class project at Marshfield High School dedicated to
giving back to one’s community. This year, Parent supervisors
and a team of students along with DW volunteers will clean up
the lawns and gardens.
GROUND EFFECTS LANDSCAPING - Ground Effects
Landscaping, Webster’s landscapers for over 10 years will be
back again this year. We are grateful for the extraordinary work
they do keeping the lawn looking so nice, transplanting shrubs
and going the extra mile for us.

Otis Carney, Chair, of the Historical Commission, gave the
opening remarks followed by James Cantwell, Master of
Ceremonies, Cynthia Krusell, Town Historian, and Michael
Maresco, Town Administrator. The Law Office was constructed
circa 1825 and added to in 1839 and was used by Daniel
Webster whenever he was at his beloved farm in Marshfield. It
was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1974. The Law
Office in now open for business! Tours coincide with tours of
the Webster Mansion.
NEW ROOF FOR THE CARRIAGE HOUSE
The garage/carriage house has a new roof. The old roof had
deteriorated over the years and then began to leak. The garage, now
called the carriage house, is where Webster's recently refurbished
phaeton or carriage resides. It was done by J.Driscoll Co. of Pembroke
using old style colonial slate type roofing. Unfortunately an asbestos
problem arose complicating the process and requiring strict adherence
to federal guidelines for removal. A licensed contractor was hired. It was
a job well done but added several thousand dollars to the roofing
project.

How You Can Help Preserve the Daniel Webster Estate & Heritage Center - Annual Donation: Become part of the
DWPT membership by choosing the highest annual donation category you can afford: Student/Senior $20, Individual
$35, Family $50, Friend $75, Donor $100, Sponsor $250, Patron $500, Benefactor $1000. Then mail your tax-exempt
check to DWPT, PO Box 238, Green Harbor, MA 02041. Other Financial Support: Give a monetary contribution of any
amount to support our activities and responsibilities, or earmark your contribution for a specific purpose or project.
Use the mailing address above or donate via our website. Acquisitions: Donate Webster memorabilia, historical
artifacts, and period antiques to the Estate. Call 781.834.0548 to discuss your donation. Administrative Help: Assist
with our communications activities; correspondence, publicity, newsletter or website. Call 781.834.4043 for details.
Docent Training (Tour Guide): Help greet and educate a public curious about Daniel Webster, his family, and his
estate by serving as a docent. Volunteerism: Volunteer to assist in our ongoing events, or share you special interests
and expertise by suggesting or organizing new events to be held at the Estate. Call 781.834.7818 to find out how your
ideas and skills can best be merged with our varied activities. Event Participation: Attend our many interesting and
fun-filled events—and bring your family and friends with you. Check for details on upcoming events in this newsletter
and online at TheDanielWebsterEstate.org
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NEW! A Chocolate Experience—

Taking a page from a well known Boston Hotel and
their many year "All-Dessert Brunch", the Webster party
planners will be offering their own version of a
chocolate buffet and one fit for all who humorously
call themselves chocoholics on Sunday, May 19 from
2-4PM.
Reservations only as seating is limited. Call Carol at
781-834-7818. Tickets $25 and include a glass of
Champagne or Prosecco.

COME FOR TEA!
Please join us for tea as DW again will host 5 seasonal teas in
the lovely setting of our 1880 Victorian mansion. And with the
afternoon tea custom originating from England during the
time of Queen Victoria, what more suitable spot could there
be? Our 4 seasonal teas of Spring, summer, fall and winter
plus a September end of summer tea all on Sunday afternoons
from 2-4pm. Scones and seasonal breads, savories and
sweets and that perfect cup(s) of properly made tea and
served by Webster volunteers led by Carol Kiburis, Pres.,
DWPT.

It will be a time to sip and sample and for a few hours
indulge in everything chocolate; or mostly everything, as there
will be a cheese and fruit board to nibble on to cleanse one's palate
between those sweet chocolatey bites. There will be a small
chocolate fountain where you can try your hand at dipping
pretzels, cake, marshmallows, fruits, or just go directly to the
buffet table loaded with sweets, candies, cookies, bars, tiny tarts,
cakes, and chocolate dipped bacon and potato chips. Sarah
Sullivan, our resident harpist will join us. —Director, Prudence Blaney
Experience chocolate in many sensory forms: creamy,
chewy, crispy, and crunchy. If weather permits, gather
on Webster's wrap around veranda, tour the grounds,
the carriage house, the law office and the upper
mansion itself. Think Chocolate!

SERVED 2-4pm (seating at 2)
April 7, Spring Tea
June 9, Summer Tea
September 22nd, End of Summer Tea
October 20, Fall Tea
November 10, Winter Tea
Please call Carol 781-834-7818 for reservations. And earlier
is best as these teas are usually sold out. **As a thank you to
all our volunteers and hostesses at the Christmas Show House,
FFD, third grade visits, tours, please join us for any tea of your
choice by again contacting Carol.
Tickets $20. A tour of the historic mansion is included.
_______________________________________________________

EXPLORE MARSHFIELD— Coming this Fall!
SUNDAY, OCT 13, FROM 1-4PM, hosted by Marshfield’s
three Historic House Museums. Check our website, blog
and Facebook for additional details and updates.

HISTORICAL TRIANGLE PROGRESSIVE DINNER PARTY
The 1699 Winslow House, the Historical Society at the Marcia
Thomas House and the Daniel Webster Estate, Marshfield's
Historic Triangle, will host their 4th annual Progressive
Dinner on Sat., June 29 at all three houses. Beginning at
4pm at the Marcia Thomas House for appetizers, then to the
Winslow House at 6pm for dinner and finishing the evening
with desserts and coffee at the Webster Estate. Parking is
initially at the Winslow House and later at the Webster
Estate. It is a short walk to and from the Marcia Thomas and
Winslow Houses. Call 781-834-9867. Tickets $30/person
Reservations are necessary as seating is limited.

VISIT US ONLINE AT OUR REGULARLY UPDATED WEBSITE AND BLOG FOR HAPPENINGS & MORE!
TheDanielWebsterEstate.org
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"It's Beginning to look a Lot Like Christmas!" With excellent media coverage and many thanks to the
Marshfield Mariner, the Ledger, SSLiving and WATD, it is estimated 1000 people toured, visited, and enjoyed
this year's Christmas Show House. Words of praise included: "amazing, wow, blown away, exquisite, perfect,
well done! And this IS the best year yet!" This is DWPT's major fund raising event and there are not enough
ways to thank you all.
Sincere thanks to our 2018 Sponsors for their generosity! ABC Equipment, Price Automotive, McNamara
Financial, Ground Effects, Roberta Fairbanks, McSweeney and Ricci, Beverly Johnston, Hubbard Plumbing

IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS,
2018 DESIGNERS- THANK YOU
•

ENTRANCE—Y’ISE GARDENERS

•

FOYER, STAIRCASE, UPPER HALL—BARRY ARCANGELI

•

PARLOR—DEB DUNPHY, JEAN PECK

•

DINING ROOM—LYNNE ANN HABEL MURPHY

•

BUTLER’S PANTRY—MICHELE CAMPION, STEPHANI SHEA,
MEGHAN STEMPEL

•

KITCHEN—HANNAH MITCHELSON

•

STUDY—NATASHA YOUNG, HOLLISTON

•

HALL BATH—LAURA MCLAUGHLIN

•

NURSERY—LAURA MCLAUGHLIN

•

WEBSTER BEDROOM—LAURA MCLAUGHLIN

•

CAROLINE’S DRESSING ROOM—JUDY TIMMINS

•

CAROLINE’S BEDROOM—CINDY CASTRO, DAVID WELCH

•

BOUDOIR—KIMBERLY ANDREWS, MELANIE ANDERSON, LISA
PLIMTON

•

BLUE TOILE ROOM—BETH COOK, KARRIE GREENE

•

MUSEUM—JAYNE BOWMAN, WEBSTER DECORATORS

•

BACK HALLWAY—BARBARA CARNEY

DWPT is indebted to all who participated in
transforming our Historic Mansion into an exquisite,
Christmas Show Place.
To our many Webster Volunteers, to our Gala
attendees, and to our many visitors: Thank you,
Thank you!
A special thank you to Senator Edward Markey and
his Christmas guests, along with a stunning
performance by the Marshalaires from Marshfield
High School and resident harpist, Sarah Sullivan.
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CHRISTMAS FUTURE ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mark your calendars!
The 16th Annual Christmas Designer Show House
at the Daniel Webster Estate, Deck the Halls!
Most of 2018's decorators and designers are returning
again this year to surprise and thrill us with their NEW
ideas and decors as they decorate different rooms and
Deck 'our' Halls! Through the years, it has become very
apparent that our decorators, and especially the many
who return again and again, that as they step into the
Webster mansion they feel the same kinship with history
as we the Webster volunteers do. They volunteer their
time, their resources,their ideas and their talent to make
our Christmas Show House the best show ever each and
every year.
We are blessed. And we can't wait!
2019 VIEWING DAYS AND TIMES, NEW HOURS:
December 7-15th, Week days 11am-4 pm, Thurs. Dec.
12th and Fri., Dec 13, 11am-9 pm. Weekend hours are
11am- 5pm

2019 PREVIEW GALA
We hope you will add the Webster Christmas Show
House to your holiday calendar, and join us for the
”Opening Gala Cocktail Party:
7 to 10pm Friday, December 6th 2019.
Hors d'oeuvres, a selection of wine and beers, as
always we’ll be featuring our signature drink,
The Webster Poinsettia!

Gala Tickets: $40/ person and must be
purchased in advance. Call: 781-834-7818

TOURS, PRESERVATION AND SOCIAL STUDIES CLASS…

MARSHFIELD 3RD GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES TOUR
Each year, in May and June,
the five Marshfield elementary
schools third grade students
tour the Daniel Webster Estate
and Heritage Center.
It is a special day for the students. They visit sites about
which they have learned following a study of their town as
part of their third grade social studies curriculum.
It is a day when the town’s history comes alive for them.
First they visit the Winslow House and grounds then they
travel by bus to the Daniel Webster Estate.
At the Daniel Webster Estate they learn about one of
Marshfield’s famous citizen, Daniel Webster, his family
and what an important person he was to our country and
our town.

BECOME A PART OF HISTORY
There are two ways to become a part of an all-volunteer
organization and a part of history: take a guided tour of
the Daniel Webster House, Webster’s Law Office and the
Carriage House; and/or become a docent. A docent is
an educated guide.
Open House guided tours this year will be held on the
first Sundays in July, August, September, October, and
November; and every Thursday in July, August and
September.
Hours for guided tours are always from 1:00 pm until
4:00 pm. Private tours can be arranged by calling
781-834-6241.
DOCENT OPPORTUNITIES
The very best way to become a part of history is to learn
it and share it by becoming a docent or a greeter!

The students and chaperones tour the House, Museum,
Law Office, Carriage House and grounds. The volunteers
present information about the history of the Daniel
Webster Estate, different time periods, and residents.
These presentations coordinate information that is in the
MA Education frameworks for third grade Social Studies.
The students are active participants rather than just
reading about history.

A scheduling and reviewing meeting will be held at the
Webster House on Thursday, April 16, at 1:00 pm. At
this meeting our experienced docents will bring their
personal calendars and will sign up for their
commitments. Potential docents will be given materials
relative to a simple introduction to the history of the
house and the Webster family; it will also include a tour
of the house for both old and new guides.

Preceding the tours, the students and adults have picnic
lunches on the grounds or veranda, depending on the
day.

ESTATE RENTALS ARE AVAILABLE

The volunteers enjoy spending time with the students
helping them learn about the rich history of Marshfield’s
past. Also they learn about the contributions to our town
and country from some of the people who preceded
them. The volunteers encourage the students that they
too can make a contribution to our town and country.
We welcome new volunteers to come spend time with the
students. No experience is necessary except a desire to
help this next generation develop a love of the past and
our town and the importance of contributing to their
community. We are grateful for any amount of time that
you would be able to give to share history of the town
with the students. It is an enjoying and uplifting
experience being with the students and teachers.
Contact Gail Connolly at 781.834.8457, or by email at
gailconn@verizon.net

Rent the Estate for your next special event. WeddingS,
showers, parties, anniversaries, Corporate Events,
Reunions, and Fundraisers.

An Exceptional Rental Venue. Classic 12-room mansion
with grand foyer and staircase. Spacious interior exhibiting
turn-of-the-century elegance. Functional state of the art
kitchen and service area. Wrap around veranda suitable for
outdoor entertaining. Lovely gardens showcased on 14 acres
of rolling lawns. Listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. Rental Information and Pricing: Contact
781.834.7818 or visit online TheDanielWebsterEstate.org
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Phyllis Nielsen, Director and Family Fun Day organizer, is bursting with pride as she announces the 11th Annual Family Fun
Day will take place on Sunday, July 28th at the Daniel Webster Estate from noon to 4pm, along with an all NEW addition,
“We will be adding, a Festival of Family Friendly Food Trucks! We are excited to have Mom on the Go-Grilled Cheese, Sadie
Mae’s Cupcake Cafe, Shinetti’s Grill and we are looking into to serving up some of the South Shore’s best Chowdah!”
There will be pony rides, a petting zoo, face painting, clowns, balloon creations, and a bouncy house area with a slide and
maze. A crowd favorite, the antique fire engine, plus the Marshfield Fire and Police will be on site with their vehicles and the
K9 Unit. Plans also include Big Joe, the storyteller, Rainforest Reptiles and live music. The Plymouth County Sheriff's Dept.
is expected back this year with their Children's ID Program.
Admission to the Estate is FREE, but food and activities have a FEE. This is the Webster Estate's 11th Annual Summer
Fundraiser, please join us and bring the whole family! For further information on vendor opportunities, contact Phyllis
Nielsen 781-834-6813 or if you wish to become a local sponsor of our event, contact Karrie Greene 781-206-9893.
A LOOK AT FAMILY FUN DAY 2018

It was without a doubt a "beautiful day in our neighborhood" on Sunday July 29 for DW's 10th Family Fun Day. And who
arrived to help us celebrate, but Wally, the Green Monster, from the Boston Red Sox, who made a road trip that day to
Marshfield. He walked the Estate high fiving with all the kids and taking pictures with one and all. NECN Weekend Warrior
Weather truck joined in with Michael Page broadcasting live. And there was music from the veranda, story telling, reptiles,
balloon animals, face painting, bouncy houses, pony rides, petting zoo, police and fire vehicles, Plymouth Sheriffs in the
mansion parlor. And delicious chowders from Crest Family Catering, Dockside Donuts, and the Bridgeway Inn to sample.

Directors, Phyllis Nielsen and Karrie Greene wish to thank the following people and organizations for a successful FFD JULY 30, 2018.
Andy Mayo and Antique Fire Engine, Veterans Who Care, B.C. Tent and Awning, Big Joe the Storyteller, Brant Rock Market, Busy Bee
Jumpers (Whitman), Bonnie the Snake Lady, C&C Advisors, Cask n’ Flagon, Cluster of Clowns/Millie Savage, Denise’s Sand Art, Dockside
Donuts (Marshfield), Equine for Events (Rochester), Family Crest Catering (Hanover), Farm-tastic 4-H Club (Marshfield), Green Harbor Golf
Club, Ground Effects Landscaping, Haddad’s Ocean Café, Kennedy’s Country Garden’s (Scituate), Marshfield Fire Department, Marshfield
Police Department, Peg Davis, Polcari’s Bridgwaye Inn (Humarock), Radius Financial Group, Rand-Handy Oil Company,, Roxies (Quincy),
Salty Dog Doggy Daycare, Sea Greene Art Design and Media Mktg., Seagate Farm (Marshfield), South Shore Therapies,The Manor Boys:
Steve and Lou, WATD.

SOCIAL AMBASSADORS WELCOME - TAG US IN YOUR PHOTOS OR @ MENTION US ON FACEBOOK
Facebook.com/danielwebsterestate

DANIEL WEBSTER ESTATE AND HERITAGE CENTER
238 WEBSTER
STREET,
ISSUE NO
21 MARSHFIELD, MA 02050

CONNECTING THE PAST THROUGH THE PRESENT WITH THE FUTURE
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ESTATE PHONE: 781.834.0548
WEBSITE: TheDanielWebsterEstate.org

YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED EVERY YEAR.
The DWPT is an all volunteer, self supporting, non profit organization that depends on your annual financial support to fulfill its
mission of preserving, maintaining, and operating, The Daniel Webster Estate & Heritage Center.
PLEASE MAIL YOUR CHECK TODAY, PO BOX 238, GREEN HARBOR, MA 02041. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!
Editor’s Note: If you prefer to receive our Newsletter online, please include your email address on your remittance envelope, or submit via our website.

KEEPING WEBSTER’S MEMORY ALIVE ON THE WEST COAST
Written by Otis and Barbara Carney
Daniel Webster’s memory is alive and well in Washington state. Two years ago when we were at
the Estate, Hugh Fleet and his daughter came to visit. He proclaimed Webster to be the greatest
US Senator America has ever had and delivered a few Webster quotes. They were thrilled to tour
the house and grounds. Since then, we have corresponded with Hugh and learned about his
activism on behalf of Webster and America.
For as long as he can remember, Hugh has been pro-American and JFK’s assassination when he
was 16 years old left a strong impression on him. When he read, Profiles in Courage he was struck
when he learned JFK’s opinion of Webster, and has been an ardent admirer ever since. Fleet has
been presenting American flags to schools, Navy League, Elks and Rotary for 34 years and always
includes a 3 – 5 minute story of Daniel Webster in his presentation.
After a Navy League presentation in Everett Washington, a past Captain from the USS Daniel Webster told him how proud he felt because of
the story he told about Webster.
It was a letter written to US Senator Metcalf in 1998 noting GTE (now Verizon) had made Veterans Day a floating holiday, rather than an
observed holiday. He felt more befitting of the military to make this resolution; his activism ultimately resulted in the installation of a
memorial at Everett Washington and one in Oregon. He had a Webster quote inscribed on each of these memorials.
Last August Hugh and a fellow shipmate from the USS Benjamin Stoddert – DDG-22 on which they served during Vietnam visited when in RI
for a ship’s reunion. They toured the house and also the Law Office that was fully restored and open. Hugh was able to bring some of his
CNC plaques for us to display. In the Fall two flags with 30 stars on them that are appropriate for Webster’s time arrived from Hugh. They
will be proudly flown. We are most thankful for Hugh’s devotion to America and Daniel Webster as well as his generous gifts to us. He is
doing a wonderful job keeping Webster’s memory alive on the West coast and serves as a reminder to us that he was a national figure.

